THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

His Highness, for the respect and considerations before
specified, perceiving his good brother and perpetual ally the
French King in the said intention to be unite, knit and in all
occasions and doings of importance assuredly combined unto his
Grace, proceeding together in one will, mind, purpose and con-
formity, hath by good and mature deliberation, studied, devised
and excogitate with himself who were and might be the most
able, meet and convenient person, having the qualities before
specified, to be advanced at this time unto the said dignity papal.
And finally, when his Grace hath well resolved with himself all
the aspects and considerations beforesaid, noting also all things
meet to be regarded in every of the Cardinals of the Church of
Rome, both present now in the Court there, and absent from the
same; it cannot be found that there is any person sufficiently
furnished with the requisites before specified, but only the most
reverend father in God, and his most trusty counsellor, the lord
legate, Cardinal Archbishop of York, Primate and Chancellor of
this realm, who, being well known to have as fervent zeal, study,
mind and desire to the universal weal, respect and tranquillity
of Christendom, to the reintegration and restoration of the
dignity, authority, reputation and rights of the Church and See
Apostolic, to the surety, weal and exaltation of the King's high-
ness, the French King and other their confederates, and finally
to the prosecution of the King's said great and weighty cause,
whereupon dependeth the surety of his royal person, succession,
realm, people and dominions, as any person living can or may
have. And that the said most reverend father hath the fast
assured favour herein of the said French King, who of his own
mere motion hath frankly and liberally assured unto him all that
by himself, his friends, his power, his dignity or otherwise he may
or can possibly do for his advancement to the said dignity papal,
is the person who for his singular virtue, his entire devotion to
peace, and restoration of the said See, the excellency of his wis-
dom, learning and experience, the magnanimity in his occasions
and doings, the dignity wherein he is already constitute, the
promotions which he hath attained, the substance that he is of, his
reputation, his conduct, his diligence, his dexterity, his discretion,
his policy, and finally the notable and high favour that the King's

96